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PUBLIC  HEALTH  REPORT 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

A.  W#  GAYE ,  B.A. ,  M.B.^  B.C.,  D.P.H.  (Carrfcab.) 
M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Mancun). 


WEALD  OF  KENT  HEALTH  AREA. 


TO  THE  WEALD  OF  KENT  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  eighth  Annual  Report  for  the  Weald  Health 

Area. 

The  Statutory  Health  Committee  for  the  year  was  constituted  as  follows 

Chairman. 


J.  B.  Leaver  Esq.  J.P. 


TENTERDEN  BOROUGH 


MAIDSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Mrs.  E.  A.  Adorns. 

Major  J.  S.  Robson,  M.B.E.,  J.P. 


W.  Day  Esq. 

J.  B.  Leaver  Esq.  J.P. 
T.  S.  Scott  Esq. 


CRAN BROOK  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


TENTERDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Mrs.  Clayton-Jones .  H.  J.  Allsop  Esq. 

Dr.  H.  Arnold  Cole.  S.  J.  Road  Esq. 

Major  C.  1.  King,  M.V.O. 


Clerk  to  the  Committee  -  P.  G.  Banfio3.d  Esq. 
Office  The  Hill,  Cranbrook. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  area  shows  an  increase  of  897  upon  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  all  districts  have  a  larger  number  of  inhabitants  with  an  increase 
of  inhabited  houses  of  nearly  four  per  thousand. 

There  are  still  numerous  applicants  for  houses  and  overcrowding  continues, 
though  this  is  beginning  to  be  relieved  by  the  now  houses  built  and  by  the 
requisition  of  promises.  Considerable  progress  has  boon  made  with  housing  during 
the  year  in  spite  of  the  continuing  difficulties  from  lack  of  materials  and  labour. 

The  Housing  Survey  is  almost  complotod.- 

Schemes  for  water  supply  extensions  have  boon  passod  but  time  must  elapse  before 
they  can  bo  put  into  effect.  It  is  difficult  to  find  safe  and  sufficient  well  wqter 
supplies  in  the  area. 

A  Public  Enquiry  was  hold  on  sewerage  schemes  for  seven  (out  of  the  nine) 
villagos  in  ono  district,  which  is  the  most  extensively  in  need  of  improved  methods 
of  disposal  to  abate  the  many  nuisances  croatod  by  overflowing  cesspools  and 
insufficiently  troatod  effluonts  from  overtaxed  works.  Extensions  and  improvements 
are  also  proposed  in  other  districts,  tho  worst  conditions  from  the  public  hoalth 
point  of  view  boing  in  the  valley  at  Loose. 

Tho  birth  rato  in  the  aroa  incroasod  by  0.88  to  19.69,  and  compares  favourably 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales  (20.5). 

Tho  doath  rato  decreased  fractionally  to  12.91  (E.&  W.12.0).  It  howovor, 
increased  in  tho  Borough,  in  which  tho  birth  rato  was  loss,  and  decreased  in  the  two 
districts  showing  an  improved  birth  rate.  Thoro  woro  no  doaths  from  diphthoria,  ono 
from  puerperal  sepsis,  twenty  two  from  pneumonia  and  influenza,  and  those  from  cancer 
docroasod.  Diarrhoea  causod  four  infant  doaths  (two  loss  than  tho  previous  year), 
and  whooping  oough  ono. 

Infoctious  disease  was  more  prevalent,  tho  incroaso  (114)  boing  mainly  in  tho 
Maidstono  Rural  District*  from  an  opidomic  of  measles.  There  woro  quite  a  number  of 

suspoctod  cases  of  polio-myo litis  but  not  many  confirmed.  Notifications 


* 


3 


of  tuberculosis  increased  in  all  districts  oxcopt  one,  making  an  increase  of  60 % 
for  the  aroa. 

The  hop-picker  camps,  with  an  influx  of  about  40,000  porsons  (pickers  and 
their  children)  romainod  relatively  free  from  infoctious  disease;  and  this  is  tho 
more  remarkable  whon  one  remembers  the  close  conditions  under  which  many  of  them 
sleep.  Thojfe  woro  suspoctod  but  no  confirmed  cases  of  polio-myo litis .  At  tho 
beginning  of  tho  season,  special  instructions  with  reforonco  to  this  disease  woro 
issuod  through  the  County  Organiser  to  the  Rod  Cross  personnol  serving  dispensaries 
in  the  area.  This  year  was  notable  for  the  amount  of  dust,  last  year  for  the 
depth  of  mud  in  the  camps. 

7784  immunisations  against  diphtheria  have  new  been  performed  in  the  area. 

The  percentage  protection  of  the  child  population,  however,  still  leaves  room  for 
considerable  improvement.  Circulars  were  sent  out  inviting  parents  consent  and 
supplementary  inoculation  sessions  woro  held  at  the  schools. 

The  return  as  made  under  the  Factories  Act  has  been  incorporated  in  the  report 
in  condensed  form. 

The  increase  in  work  involved  in  emptying  cesspools  to  prevent  nuisance  should 
bo  noted.  The  table  of  inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  shows  an  increase  in 
sanitary  defects,  partly  owing  to  accumulation  for  some  years  from  difficulty  in 
having  repairs  carried  out  and  partly  to  their  being  now  scheduled  under  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  my  appreciation  of  tho  helpful  cooperation  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  tho  yoar. 

I  am.  Sirs, 

Yours  obodiontly, 

A*  W.  GATE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


"Kingswear" 

Cranbrook, 
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STATISTICS. 


TENTERDEN 

CRANBROOK 

MAIDSTONE 

TENTERDEN 

"WEALD 

BOROUGH. 

RURAL 

RURAL 

RURAL 

HEALTH 

DISTRICT. 

DISTRICT. 

DISTRICT. 

AREA. 

LEA  (acres) 

8,946 

41,315 

34, 

708 

38,379 

123 

,34 

JEABLE  VALUE 

£25,456 

£77,945 

£92, 

960 

£29,229 

£225 

,5S 

is  at  Ap  lst/48 

JM  rep; by  Id  rate 

£101 

£313 

£378 

£112 

JMBER  INHABITED 

(USES .  (end  1947) 

1,140 

4,223 

4, 

930 

2,149 

12 

,44 

(31. 

3.48c) 

(PULATION .  Census 

1931 

3,472 

12,927 

15, 

317 

6,315 

38 

,03 

1947 

4,007 

13,460 

18, 

060 

6,685 

42 

i  21 

!TAL  STATISTICS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

38 

27 

129 

134 

182 

164 

63 

55 

412 

38 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

8 

3 

6 

13 

6 

1 

22 

1 

40 

27 

137 

137 

188 

177 

69 

56 

434 

3S 

Total 

67 

274 

365 

125 

831 

RTH  RATE. 

16 

.72 

20.36 

20. 

21 

18. 

70 

19. 

69 

ILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

4 

1 

4 

4 

2 

- 

11 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

.  “ 

- 

Total 

3 

5 

9 

2 

1*9 

ATHS. 

28 

38 

82 

104 

113 

93 

46 

41 

269 

27 

Total 

66 

186 

206 

87 

545 

ATH  RATE. 

16 

.47 

13.82 

11. 

41 

13. 

01 

12. 

91 

FANT  DEATHS. 

der  1  year . 

Legitimate 

2 

- 

4 

4 

10 

5 

2 

- 

18 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

9 

15 

2 

28 

ATH  RATE  of 

INFANTS . 

29 

.85 

32.85 

41.09 

16. 

00 

33. 

69 

ATHS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

Diarrhoea 

iador  2  years  ° ) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

ooping  Cough 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

UCER 

11  ages) 

- 

8 

14 

13 

12 

13 

7 

5 

33 

3 

Total 

8 

% 

27 

25 

12 

72 

ESTHER IA 

— 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm 

- 

SRPERAL  SEPSIS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

^  LI  JEN  ZA 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

jUMONIA. 

2 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

- 

9 

3ERCUIOSIS 

Respiratory. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2 

- 

- 

9 

)thor 

- 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

- 

- 

2 

110  -MYELITIS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 


PULATION . 


ITHS# 


mis. 


ITERDEN  BOROUGH. 


IN  BROOK  R.D. 


LDSTONE  R.D. 


ITERDEN  R.D. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  STATISTICS. 


The  area  shows  an  increase  of  49  in  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  and  of  £5,242  in  the  rateable  value* 

The  estimated  population  increased  in  each  of  the  four  districts, 
the  greatest  increase  (430 )  being  shown  in  the  Maidstone  Rural 
District . 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  births  except  in  Tenterden  Borough 
in  which  there  was  a  drop  of  2  points  in  the  birthrate.  The 

following  table  shows  tho  percentage  change  oompored  with  1946. 


Tentordon 

Borough. 

Cranbrook 

R.  D. 

Maidstono 

R.  D. 

Tenterden 

R.  D. 

4.3$  (less) 

11.4$  (more) 

6.7$  (more) 

5$  (more ) 

With  proportional  changes  in  the  birth  rates. 

Tho  death  rate  for  the  whole  area  (12.99)  is  rather  greater  than 
that  for  England  &  Wales  (12.0 ). 

It  incroased  in  tho  Tenterden  Borough  (13.80  to  16.47)  and  Rural 
District,  and  decreased  in  tho  Cranbrook  and  Maidstono  Rural 
Districts . 

Doaths  from  Cancer  are  slightly  less  than  tho  provious  year,  and  so 
wore  thoso  from  diarrhooa  in  children  undor  2  yoars  of  ago  in  spito 
of  a  dry  dusty  summer. 

There  was  a  slight  inoroaso  in  tho  doaths  from  Pnoumonia  and  Influenza 
(22),  and  one  death  from  Puerperal  Sopsis.  Thoro  wore  none  from 
Diphtheria;  one  from  Poliomyelitis  (  which  occurred  outside  tho 
area)  and  another  doath  probably  duo  to  this  cause,  though  not 
notified  or  certified  as  such. 


HOUSING. 


Thoro  is  still  an  acute  shortage  of  houses.  10  temporary  and  12 
permanent  houses  were  completed  during  tho  year.  A  scheme  for  a 
further  40  houses  has  been  prepared.  Accommodation  in  requisitioned 
houses  was  found  for  30  families. 

The  difficulty  in  having  repairs  carried  out  owing  to  shortage  of 
materials  and  labour  and  very  high  cost  was  maintained  during  the 
year  • 

39  houses  were  built  in  1947  (28  Council,  11  private),  and  74  were 
under  construction  at  tho  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  still  a  good  doal  of  overcrowding.  38  new  houses  wore 
completed,  and  78  wero  in  course  of  erection  at  tho  end  of  tho  year. 

Comparatively  littlo  statutory  overcrowding  exists,  although  newly 
marriod  couples  havo  not  a  home  of  their  own  and  aro  sharing 
accommodation. 

41  houses  and  27  prefabs  were  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
125  were  undor  contract.  8  families  were  found  accommodation  in 
requisitioned  houses. 

The  Councils  programme  is  for  500  now  housos,  which  should  bo 
adoquato  to  moot  tho  housing  needs  of  tho  district  and  tho  influx  of 
now  entrants  to  tho  Agricultural  Industry. 

Thoro  is  a  groat  doal  of  improvement  and  repair  work  necessary,  which 
cannot  bo  done  at  prosont  owing  to  lack  of  labour  and  materials. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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HOUSING  SURVEY.  BqIow  is  givon  tho  figures  for  tho  throo  Rural  Districts. 


CRANBROOK 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

Estimated  number  of  housos 
to  be  inspected. 

2960 

3619 

i 

1586 

Category  1. 

615 

.  1117 

77 

Category  11. 

721 

977 

455 

MBER 

Category  111. 

576 

1030 

341 

ECTED. 

Category  IV. 

135 

- 

77 

Category  V. 

238 

270 

67 

Total. 

2285 

3394 

1,017 

Categories  1. 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

11. 

- 

Minor  defects. 

111. 

•s. 

Needing  reconditioning  or  reconstruction. 

• 

> 
i — 1 

= 

Needing  reconditioning  or  reconstruction  for 

■9 

rural  workers . 

V. 

Unfit  for  habitation. 

It  will  be  soon  that  this  survey  is  almost  complotod. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 


TENTERDEN  BOROUGH .  There  has  been  no  change  since  the  previous  yoar.  The  built 

up  area  is  entirely  sewered. 


CRAN BROOK  R.D.  Cranbrook  and  Goudhurst  villages  are  sewered,  and  Sandhurst  and 

Hawkhurst  partly  so.  Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  extensions 
and  improvements  in  sowerage  facilities,  but  have  unfortunately 
not  yet  reached  tho  stage  when  tho  work  can  be  started.  Tho 
local  Sanatorium  has  had  a  now  sewage  treatment  plant 
constructed. 

MAIDSTONE  R.D.  7  of  the  14  parishos  have  main  drainage.  Schemes  have  been 

prepared  for  sowerage  in  Looso  (tho  present  methods  of  disposal 
boing  unsatisfactory  from  the  public  health  point  of  view),  and 
improvements  to  tho  works  at  Bearstead. 

Scavenging  is  now  carried  out  fortnightly  for  the  whole  of  tho 
district. 


TENTERDEN  R.D.  Soworago  schomos  were  originally  put  forward  for  all  villages. 

A  Public  Enquiry  was  hold  in  October  with  roforonoo  to  sewerage 
to  all  the  villages  oxcept  Kenardington  and  Wittorsham. 

Thoro  is  no  doubt  about  tho  risk  to  public  health  in  many  parts 
of  the  district,  especially  in  Applodore,  Woodchurch  and 
Biddendon. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  for  oxaminat ion:- 


TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH 

CRANBROOK 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

WEALD 

HEALTH 

AREA 

No. 

Unsat  t 

No. 

. 

Unsat  i 

No. 

Uns  at  i 

No. 

Unsat : 

No. 

1 

Unsat ; 

orio 

Mains 

6 

- 

20 

- 

14 

1 

49 

10 

89 

11 

cal. 

Wells 

1 

1 

17 

8 

7 

6 

11 

8 

36 

23 

amical . 

- 

mm 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

Frequont  examinations,  both  chomical  and  bacteriological  are  also  made  by  the 
companies  concerned  in  the  supply  of  mains  water. 

The  number  in  the  Tenterdon  Rural  District  is  of  samples  taken  from  the 
Wittorsham  supply  (for  which  the  local  Council  is  responsible),  in  addition  to 
those  from  the  Mid  Kent  and  Cranbrook  Water  Companies.  The  Wittorsham  supply 
is  limited  in  amount  and  the  pressure, therefore ,  not  always  satisfactory,  and 
the  results  of  bacteriological  examination  shew  the  water  to  bo  unsatisfactory 
from  time  to  time. 

Usors  of  well  water  are  advised  to  boil  in  all  cases  where  it  is  found  to 
be  of  unsatisfactory  quality  and  efforts  are  made  to  replace  it  by  mains  supply 
where  possible. 

The  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  having  mains  water  supply  is  80%  for 
Tenterdon  Borough  and  Cranbrook  Rural  District,  and  86 %  for  Maidstone  and 
Tenterdon  Rural  Districts. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Shown  below  are  the  results  of  examinations  of  samples 


MILK 

Tenterdon 

Borough. 

Cranbrook 

Rural 

District. 

Maidstono 

Rural 

District. 

To nt or don 
Rural 
District. 

Wo  a  Id 

Health 

Area. 

From:- 

T 

U 

T 

U  1 

T 

U 

T 

U 

T 

U 

dinary  Herds . 

- 

- 

6 

3 

5 

1 

16 

1 

27 

5 

credited  herds. 

6 

- 

34 

7 

14 

4 

24 

7 

78 

18 

iberculin  tostod 
herds 

10 

- 

76 

12 

30 

9 

47 

5 

163 

26 

xed  for  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

4 

- 

5 

- 

14 

- 

23 

- 

at  troatod. 

- 

mm 

3 

1 

6 

1 

_ 

9 

1 

2 

From  results  in  the  abovo  tablo  it  will  be  soon  that  18.5%  of  "Ordinary,”  23%  of 
"Accredited"  and  16%  of  "Tuberculin  tested"  milk  was  unsatisfactory. 


Tho  Kent  County  Council  havo  discontinued  sampling  of  school  milk,  but  it 
will  bo  continued  by  tho  local  Authority. 

A  boginning  has  been  mado  with  examination  of  milk  samples  to  show  whether  they 
havo  boon  effectively  heat  treated.  When  unsatisfactory  the  producers  attention 
is  callod  to  it  and  the  milk  ra-samplod  after  a  short  intorval. 

In  tho  Maidstono  Rural  District  a  distributor  was  found  not  only  soiling 
milk  which  was  unsatisfactory  in  quality  on  bacteriological  findings,  but  also 
so lling  *othor '’milk  at  the  price  of  tuborculin  tostod.  Prosecution  in  Court  took 
place  and  his  license  was  revoked. 


. 


-Y 


i  «. 
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Below  is  given  tho  numbor  of  farms  licensed  to  produce  milk  from  accredited 
and  tuberculin  tested  herds:- 


Tenterden 

Borough 

Cranbrook 

R.  D. 

Maidstone 

R.  D. 

Tenterden 

R.  D. 

Weald 

Health 

Area. 

ACCREDITED. 

3 

6 

3 

8 

20 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED. 

2 

28 

9 

17 

56 

whioh  shows  an  increase  compared  with  1946  of  14  (33 J-$)  in  the  tuberculin  tested, 
with  a  decrease  of  one  in  the  number  of  accredited.  Tho  increase  took  place 
mainly  in  the  Cranbrook  and  Tenterdon  Rural  Districts* 

The  number  of  producers  and  retailers  are  shown  below 


Tenterdon 

Bor ough. 

Cranbrook 

R.  D. 

Maidstone 

R.  D. 

Tenterden 

R.  D. 

Weald 

Health 

Area. 

PRODUCERS 

18 

119 

38 

125 

300 

PRODUCER -RETAILERS 

1 

28 

7 

29 

65 

RETAILERS  . 

1 

35 

19 

2 

57 

VISITS  BY  SANITARY 
INSPECTORS  . 

55 

199 

219 

170 

643 

There  is  a  slight  reduction  in  the  numbors  in  tho  first  three,  compared  with  the 
year  before,  but  an  increase  of  22$  in  tho  number  of  visits  in  connection  v/ith 
milk  supplies* 


Taking  the  area  as  a  whole,  a  sanitary  Inspector  pays  a  visit  twice  on  every 
week  day  of  the  year. 


ICE  CREAM.  Below  is  shown  the  numbors  of  producers  and  retailors 


•  •  - . . . 

Tenterdon 

Borough. 

Cranbrook 

R.  D. 

Maidstone 

R.  D. 

Tenterden 

R.  D. 

Weald 

Health 

Area . 

PRODUCERS . 

2 

3 

5 

1 

11  - 

IETAILBRS 

6 

11 

10 

2 

29 

Compared  with  tho  year  boforo,  there  is  an  increase  of  2  in  the  number  of 
producers  and  14  (nearly  100$)  in  tho  numbor  of  retailors* 

Arrangements  have  been  mado  for  the  periodic  examination  (and  additional 
examination  when  necessary)  of  samples  of  ice  cream  by  the  methylene  blue 
method  as  suggested  by  tho  Ministry,  the  samples  being  placed  in  four  different 
grades  according  to  tho  results;  and  also  examination  for  pathogenic  organisms* 
There  still  is  some  lack  of  apparatus  for  tho  ico  oroam  trade. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES . 


Slaughtering  is  done  at  regional  centres.  Only  emergency  slaughtering  takes 
place  locally. 


NURSING  HOMES. 


Number  of 

Homes . 

Maternity 

Beds  • 

Other 

Beds . 

Total 

Beds . 

TENTERDEN  BOROUGH 

1 

12 

12 

24 

CRANBROOK  R.  D. 

5 

13 

30 

43 

MAIDSTONE  R.  D. 

2 

27 

10 

40  X 

TOTAL 

8 

52 

52 

_ 

107  X 

X  »  3  beds  reserved  for  isolation  purposes. 

All  the  homes  were  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  several 
times  during  the  year. 

The  bomb  damage  repairs  at  Kench  Hill  Nursing  Homo,  Tenterden  Borough 
wero  practically  completed  during  the  yoar,  increasing  the  accommodation 
to  24  bods. 

In  tho  Cranbrook  Rural  District,  The  Danos  was  formally  closed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  yoar,  and  the  Hawkhurst  Cottage  Hospital  was  re¬ 
registered  as  a  Nursing  Home.  Tanyard  was  not  in  use  for  patients  from 
October  1947. 

Maidstone  Rural  District.  Tho  Limes  opened  in  Juno,  and  can  accommodate 
10  patients  when  sufficient  staff  has  been  obtained. 

Tenterden  Rural  District.  A  home  for  guosts  and  convalescents  was 
inspected  and  information  passed  to  the  County,  delegation  not  having  been 
given  to  tho  local  Council  for  that  district. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


1 

! 

TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRANBROOK 

R.  D. 

1 

MAIDSTONE 

R.  D. 

TENTERDEN 

R.  D. 

I 

WEALD 

HEALTH 

AREA. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

7 

25 

25 

2 

59 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

- 

56 

69 

9 

134 

MEASLES. 

6 

154  * 

138 

10 

308 

DIPHTHERIA 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

PNEUMONIA. 

1 

15 

10 

1 

27 

ERYSIPELAS 

- 

5 

6 

mm 

11 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

- 

3  * 

1 

- 

4 

DYSENTERY. 

- 

1  0 

1  x 

- 

2 

GAS  TRO -EN  TER ITIS. 

- 

22 

- 

1 

23 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

- 

4 

3 

1 

8 

CEREBROSPINAL  FEVER. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

TOTALS 

14 

287 

255 

24 

580 

x  =  One  puerperal  pyrexia  due  to  measles.  ©  e  Amoebic 

originally  acquired  abroad. 

x  =  Sonne'  dysentery  -  originally  diagnosed  before  entry  to  hospital 
as  polio-myelitis. 

Cranbrook  R»D.  Also  admitted  to  hospital  were  1  case  of  glandular 
fever,  1  of  rubella,  2  of  chicken  pox,  2  of  tonsillitis,  and  1 
pharyngitis  and  1  dental  abcoss  (these  two  latter  were  suspected  of 
being  cases  of  Anterior  poliomyo lit  is ) • 


NON- CIVILIAN* 


MALARIA. 

— 

1  + 

- 

— 

1 

SCARLET  FEVER 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

TOTALS . 

2 

1 

- 

3 

+  -  originally  acquired  abroad  the  previous  year. 


There  was  an  increase  of  over  100  in  the  notified  cases  of  infectious 
disoaso  compared  with  1946.  Both  the  Cranbrook  and  Maidstone  Rural 
Districts  had  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  Measles,  but  whereas 
Cranbrook  had  a  similar  epidemic  the  year  before -owing-4^-tiia-clo^in-g'-©f- 
the--C^ntjie-,  the  Maidstone  District  had  only  a  few.  In  spite  of  the 
general  epidemic  in  the  country  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  thero 
were  only  a  few  confirmed  in  this  area,  though  there  wore  quite  a  number 
of  suspected  cases.  Many  of  these  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  the  request  of  local  practitioners  with  a  view  to  their 
admission  to  hospital.  Half  of  the  cases  of  Gastro-onter itis  occurred 
in  Cranbrook  early  in  tho  yoar.  The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  of  a  girl 
at  a  hop-camp,  immunised  in  1942  in  London.  It  ran  a  mild  course.  The 
one  in  tho  Maidstone  Rural  District  was  a  woman  of  44  who  died  at  home. 


' 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Cont:) 


The  arrangement  whereby  cases  of  Scabies  from  Maidstone  Rural  District 
could  receive  treatment  at  the  Maidstone  Borough  Centre,  was  discontinued  * 

to  Cc  *  *•  . 

Notices  wore  received  through  the  schools,  of  the  following 


DISEASE . 

TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRAN  BROOK 
RURAL 
DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

3 

11 

7 

2 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

- 

34 

70 

16 

MEASLES . 

- 

14 

40 

4 

CHICKEN  POX. 

- 

1 

36 

** 

I 

MUMPS 

- 

1 

16 

1 

RUBELLA 

3 

64 

6 

2  | 

1 

I 

ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

- 

- 

2 

WELLS  DISEASE . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

CONJUNCTIVITIS . 

- 

- 

3 

- 

TONSILLITIS. 

mm 

- 

2 

- 

IMPETIGO. 

- 

2 

6 

3 

SCABIES. 

- 

- 

1  X 

- 

RINGWORM  (Body) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS. 

6 

117 

190 

29 

i.o 


X 


Proved  on  investigation  not  to  be  scabies 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  table  below  gives  the  numbers  inoculated  and  the  estimated  percentage 
of  the  child  population  (1-15)  protected  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


' 

TENTERDEN 
BOROUGH . 

CRAN BROOK 

R.  D. 

r 

MA,  ID  STONE 

R.  D. 

TENTERDEN 

R.  D. 

WEALD 

HEALTH 

AREA. 

Age  groups 

1-* 

5-15 

1-4 

5-15 

1-4 

5-15 

1-4 

6-15 

1-4 

5-15 

nunised  in 
1947 

40 

- 

139 

29 

197 

16 

56 

2 

432 

47 

Totals . 

40 

168 

213 

58 

479 

nunised 

previously 

470 

1712 

2011 

782 

4975 

nunised  to 
date  . 

510 

1880 

2224 

840 

5454 

rcentage 

protected. 

(1-15) 

62 % 

63% 

56% 

61% 

60% 

nunised  (over 
15  on 

.  12.  1947) 

267 

899 

857 

407 

2430 

fcal 

Immunised 

777 

2779 

3081 

1247 

7884 

pjlomentary 

111 

270 

211 

135 

727 

sviously 

3 

Lbs - 

14 

30 

4 

51 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  diphtheria,  one  aged  44  and  one  aged  9 
at  a  hop-pickors  camp  who  had  been  immunised  fivo  years  previously  at  home 
in  London. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  table  below  shows  the  numbor  of  notifications,  deaths  and 
recoveries  during  the  year:- 


1 

NEW  CASES. 

H 

r 

DEATHS 

RECOVERIES. 

Pulmon¬ 

ary 

Non 

Pulmon¬ 

ary. 

Total 

Pulmon¬ 

ary- 

Non 

Pulmon¬ 

ary 

Total 

Pu  Imon- 
ary. 

Non 

Pulmon¬ 

ary. 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

M 

F 

T 

ERDEN 

TROUGH. 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

mm 

mm 

[BROOK  R.D* 

9 

7 

1 

4 

21 

2 

1 

- 

2 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

>STONE  R.D. 

10 

6 

4 

1 

21 

4 

1 

- 

mm 

5 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

ERDEN  R*D. 

1 

3 

mm 

1 

5 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

D  HEALTH 
REA  • 

23 

20 

5 

6 

7 

3 

- 

2 

mm 

2 

2 

j 

Ml 

mm 

43 

11 

;  54 

_ 

10 

2  ] 

L2 

4 

I 

5 

Thero  was  one  pulmonary  non-civilian  notified  in  the  Cranbrook  and  two  in 
the  Maidstono  Rural  District.  One  non-civilian  death  oocurrod  in  the  Tenterdon 
Borough.  The  total  number  of  pulmonary  cases  notified,  comparod  with  the 
previous  yoar,  increased  in  the  Borough  of  Tenterdon  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Cranbrook  and  Maidstone,  being  twice  the  average  o^  the  previous  five  years  in 
the  first  two* 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  non-pulmonary  cases,  chiefly  cervical 
glands,  in  tho  Cranbrook  Rural  District. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  went  up  to  12,  as  compared  with  8  the  previous  year. 
Half  of  the  increase  was  due  to  non-pulmonary  cases* 

The  following  table  gives  tho  figures  and  averages  of  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  casos  for  tho  provious  five  years s- 


1942 

1943  ! 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Average . 

P 

NP 

T 

P 

: 

NP 

T 

P 

NP 

T 

P 

NP 

T 

P 

NP 

T 

P  1 

NP 

T 

TERDEN 
BOROUGH  . 

2 

- 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

- 

2 

2 

1.6 

1 

2.6 

N  BROOK  R.D. 

9 

7 

16 

3 

4 

7 

8 

1 

9 

10 

1 

11 

9 

1 

10 

7.8 

2.8 

10.6 

D STONE  R.D. 

14 

8 

22 

9 

5 

14 

7 

4 

11 

8 

2 

10 

11 

7 

18 

9.8 

5.2 

15 

TERDEN  R.D. 

6 

1 

7 

4 

1 

5 

7 

mm 

7 

5 

2 

7 

4 

2 

6 

5.2 

1.2 

6.4 

UD  HEALTH 
REA. 

- — — - 

31 

16 

45x 

19 

i 

— 

10 

i 

29 

23 

1 

6 

29 

25 

Ll 

32 

fc 

12 
l - 

36 

24.4 

10.2 

x 

34.2 

i.o.  x  -  Two  cases  woro  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary. 

Tho  overall  increase  in  the  whole  area  was  nearly  60%  above  the 
average  of  tho  provious  five  years. 
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HOP-PICKERS  CAMPS. 


Shown  below  are  the  numbers  of  camps  and  pickers. 


r-  -l 

TENTERDEN 
BOROUGH. 

CRANBROOK 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

- - — — — * 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL  | 

DISTRICT. 

UMBER  OF  CAMPS. 

5 

137 

123 

i' 

16 

: 

STJMATED  NUMBER  OF 

BICKERS  (non-resident) 

300 

14,300 

25,000 

1,000 

UMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

10 

383 

249 

38 

I 

----------  - -*i 

TENTERDEN  BOROUGH. 

The  general  conditions  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but  improvement  to 
huts  and  sanitary  accommodation  is  required  at  one  farm.  The  owner  was 
notified  accordingly. 

CRAM  BROOK  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

185  new  huts  were  erected.  112  of  the  camps  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  mains.  Many  latrines  require  renewal,  and  in  the 
scavenging  and  general  camp  supervision  there  is  room  for  considerable 
improvement. 

MAIDSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


141  now  huts  were  erected.  110  camps  have  mains  water  supply. 
General  camp  supervision  is  fairly  good,  but  there  is  continued  misuse 
of  latrines  and  lack  of  use  of  the  bins  providod  for  rofuse. 

TENTERDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

4  of  the  camps  have  mains  water  supply.  At  the  remainder  it  is 
either  delivered,  or  collected  from  the  farm  house.  Some  improvement 
has  been  shown  in  scavenging  and  closet  accommodation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

In  Tenter den  Borough  and  Rural  District  thore  was  no  infectious 
disease  notified  from  the  camps. 

In  Cranbrook  Rural  District  thore  was  no  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  in  September  (nor  August  and  October).  There  w as 
ono  mild  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  child  of  9  (previously  immunised  at 
homo  in  London)  1  whooping  cough,  1  measles,  2  tonsillitis,  and  a 
suspected  London  case  of  poliomyelitis  which  proved  to  be  a  case  of 
dental  abscess. 

In  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  there  was  some  increase  in  whooping 
cough  in  August,  though  not  in  Soptember.  3  cases  of  whooping  cough  1 
measles,  1  scarlet  fever,  1  pneumonia  wore  notified  from  camps  in  the 
district.  Thoro  wero  5  suspected  but  unconfirmed  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
admitted  to  hospital. 

2  casos  of  poliomyelitis  were  admitted  to  hospital  from  a  caravan 
on  the  Loas,  Yalding. 
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INSPECTIONS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRAN BROOK 
RURAL 
DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

— 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

- - - 

"WEALD 

HEALTH 

AREA. 

Number 

Visits 

Defe cts 

o 

rQ 

1 

Visits  j 

Defe cts 

Number 

Visits 

CO 

-p 

o 

© 

O 

Q 

Number 

Visits 

i _ 

Defects 

Number 

Visits 

CO 

-p 

o 

© 

<H 

O 

kohousos . 

3 

8 

- 

15 

14 

1 

15 

21 

2 

8 

19 

5 

41 

62 

8 

aught or  houses 

2 

10 

- 

12 

17 

- 

14 

80 

- 

5 

26 

- 

33 

133 

- 

her  food  pro- 
ring  places. 

- 

- 

mm 

17 

24 

4 

25 

32 

6 

6 

29 

1 

48 

85 

i — 1 

H 

ctor ios . 

10 

24 

1 

( 

( - 

- 

- 

26 

16 

7 

20 

37 

•  ! 

- 

- 

rkshops . 

- 

- 

- 

CO 

51 

2 

- 

- 

- 

16 

35 

4  ) 

149 

159 

16 

rkplaces . 

- 

- 

- 

(  " 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

3 

6 

-  ) 

- 

- 

- 

fonsive  trades 

— 

2 

14 

- 

i 

The  .following  gives  a  summary  of  the  four  returns  made  for  the  year  undor 
tho  Factor io s  Act  1937. 


I 

TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRAN BROOK 
RURAL 
DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

TENTERDEN 

rural 

DISTRICT. 

u 

o 

•3 

o 

1 

h-~i 

Inspections 

Written 
Notices • 

i 

u 

o 

1 

Inspe ctions 

Notices . 

Number 

Inspections 

. 

CO 

O 

O 

•H 

-P 

O 

S 

Number 

Inspection 

Notices . 

Factories  undor 
tions  1,2, 3, 4  &  6. 

10 

20 

— 

47 

25 

2 

20 

17 

5 

16 

35 

4 

Factories  (not 
^Udj3pd)  So  ct !  7  . 

mm 

- 

- 

40 

23 

6 

- 

- 

- 

20 

37 

2 

)  Othor  premises 
c lud ing  outwor kor 
premises  V 

mm 

- 

- 

11 

* 

11 

- 

- 

3 

...... 

6 

- 

Total . 

10 

20 

- 

98 

59 

8 

20 

17 

5 

39 

78 

6 

(2)  DEFECTS. 

F 

R 

HMI 

F 

R 

HMI 

F 

R 

HMI 

F 

R 

HMI 

Want  of 
loanlinoss . 

— 

- 

- 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

’anitary  conveniences 
a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

mm 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

b)  unsuitable  or 
defective . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

thor  offences (not 
'elating  to  Homework) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Total. 

1 

1 

— 

- 

8 

7 

2 

5 

--  5 

2 

6 

6 

1 

F.  =  Number  found.  R.  =  Romodiod.  HMI.  s  Refer rod  by  H.  M.  Inspector. 


Thore  woro  no  prosecutions. 
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INSPECTIONS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  * 


TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRM  BROOK 
RURAL 
DISTRICT. 

MAIDSTONE 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

TENTERDEN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

ER CROWDING 

5 

10 

4 

EPING  OF  ANIMALS 

1 

- 

7 

1 

NITARY  ACCOMMODATION 
isufficiont  or  dofoctivo. 

6 

79 

22 

CO 

AINAGE  (reconstructed  or 
ropairod) . 

8 

54 

31 

29 

4  ■ 

\  Abolished 

- 

3 

6 

- 

"OOLS  Ropairod. 

4 

6 

12 

2 

Empt ied. 

2 

270 

3354 

5 

NSIVE  ACCUMULATIONS 

1 

1 

7 

8  I 

j 

CFyTO  RECEPTACLES. 

1 

12 

12 

3 

\RD  PAVING. 

- 

4 

15 

2 

UIPNESS. 

- 

14 

19 

21 

j 

)OFS  &  RAINWATER  PIPES. 

6 

25 

20 

i 

, 

29 

LOORS 

2 

24 

18 

12 

ALLS  &  CEILINGS. 

6 

24 

25 

O 

to 

INDOWS  &  VENTILATION 

- 

8 

15 

32 

ATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS, 

SINKS. 

7 

9 

8 

is 

ATER  SUPPLIES. 

- 

19 

12 

28 

ISCELLANEOUS 

.Va*. 

21 

j  73 

59 

■  ■  ■  —  '  -  ■  -  ■  — 

There  is  a  dofinito  incroase  in  the  number  of  inspections  with  reference  to 
sanitary  accommodation  especially  in  tho  Cranbrook  and  Tentordon  Rural  Districts, 
and  the  work  of  cesspool  emptying  has  trebled  in  tho  Maidstone  Rural  District. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR:- 


TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH. 

CRANBROOK  R.D. 

MAIDSTONE 

R.D. 

TENTERDEN 

R.D. 

Tons 

cwt 

qt 

lb. 

cwt 

qt 

lb. 

cwt 

qt 

lb 

cwt 

qt 

lb. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

11 

3 

- 

14 

3 

22f 

17 

0 

15. 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  thoro  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  food  condemned  in  all  districts. 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


TENTERDEN  BOROUGH 

L  \ 

CRANBROOK  R.D. 

MAIDSTONE  R.D. 

TENTERDEN  R.D. 

\ _ “ 

2446 

3289 

2852 

Those  figures  includo  inspections  in  connection  with  milk  and  othor  foods, 
and  with  hop-picking. 
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